CORPSrespondence

New Beginnings at Clean Harbors

As a job training program, Conservation Corps North Bay believes in the
potential of every young person in our community, especially those who
need someone in their corner. Former corpsmember Fabian T.’s resilience
is inspiring, and we are proud to have helped him carve a path to success.

Fabian is now a Handler/Chemist with Clean Harbors, a position he earned
soon after exiting our program in April of last year. “I love it,” said Fabian,
“good money, good benefits, good everything.” There, he uses a variety of
skills he learned while at CCNB. He assistsin the collection and classification
of hazardous and non-hazardous waste, which he learned about as part of
our Zero Waste program. He uses certifications he gathered at CCNB, such
as the highest level of forklift operation we have to offer. He also interacts
with customers one on one. At CCNB, he learned how to step out of his
comfort zone. “l was really shy. | had a good work ethic, but I learned to
develop people skills,” Fabian said.

Fabian shared additional barriers he faced given his formerly incarcerated
status. “Some doors were closed to me because of my past,” he said. He
learned about Clean Harbors from the Career Pathways team and realized
that a job with them was within reach. His tenacity and hard work got him
there, but he credits CCNB’s support as crucial to his path. “They went out
of their way [to support me] and that is why | am where I am,” he said,“l am
happy that | am in a better spot now.”

Fabian continues his upward trajectory. “l am looking forward to being able
to own my own business,” he said. He takes on landscaping projects on his
days off—at CCNB, he also worked in Natural Resources crews and learned
about tool maintenance and operation. “I can take a chainsaw apart,
clean it, and name all the pieces,” he said. He wants to own a landscaping
business in the future. We are confident is his ability to achieve this and any
other goal he puts his mind to.
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Protecting the Only Home of a
Marin County Jewel.

The Ring Mountain Preserve in the Tiburon Peninsula of Marin
County is the sole habitat of the Tiburon Mariposa Lily (Calochortus
tiburonensis), an endangered, and very peculiar, member of the
genus Calochortus in the family Liliaceae. It sports pale yellowish
green flowers with purple-brown markings, its petals are lined with
thin long hairs, and it grows on serpentine rock.

Its modern discovery is only a few decades old. Robert West, a doctor
from Marin, saw the unique plant at Ring Mountain and looked for

more information in books about California flora. Unable to find it listed

anywhere, he began to talk to other plant enthusiasts. Word reached Albert
Hill at the University of California Botanical Garden in Berkeley, who gathered
samples, named it, and introduced it to the world in a journal by the California

Botanical Society in 1973.

Although itis new in modern registries, petroglyphs in the area are evidence that these
lands were inhabited by Coast Miwok people for centuries prior. They had knowledge of

the local ecology, and likely knew about its presence.

SAVE THE DATE!

CCNB’s High School graduation is around the
corner. Corpsmembers like Emali work on their
education on top of working on environmental
projects for our community. In just a few months,
Emali has obtained multiple certifications,
including forklift operation, and continues to
demonstrate a remarkable drive. By bringing her
school work home after long days, she has earned

a number of school cedits which will allow herto  §
walk this September! You can cheer on Emali and
other graduating corpsmembers as they celebrate |
this remarkable milestone on Sept. 21, 2024.

GREEN NOTE:

There are many options now
available to avoid plastic
while storing your food.
Beeswax wraps are reusable
and work just as well as cling
wrap, and you can buy silicon
lids to cover bowls if you
need an airtight seal. You can
reduce plastic use and avoid
undesirable chemicals and
microplastics from leaching
into the food you consume.




Indigenous people used to forage along the coast for edible bulbs and medicine,
and some think this rock art had spiritual purposes as well.

According to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, the Tiburon
mariposa lily “is vulnerable to extinction from stochastic events such as
fire, severe drought, pest or disease outbreak, or other natural or human-
caused disasters due to its restricted range. It is also threatened by
competition from non-native invasive plant species and trampling
from recreational activities.” Protecting its only home is critical.

CCNB corpsmembers recently completed a project at Ring Mountain
Preserve that aims to safeguard its habitat. They maintained
more than 5 miles of trails and learned about the protection of
endangered species from a Marin County Parks ecologist. This
work is crucial at keeping visitors on clearly designated paths to
avoid trampling on the plant when it is not in bloom. Corpsmembers
get tangible trail maintenance skills and get to know the impact and
importance of their work in protecting the local, native species around us.

The Tiburon mariposa lily blooms

between the months of March and

June, and it peaks in the last week

of May and the first week of June.

Hiking etiquette is in full force when

visiting the area. Stay on trail, mind your
presence, and leave the space as you found
it—this ensures the we can continue admiring

a true Marin County gem for decades to come.

Art by Oona O’Neill.

' WAYS TO SUPPORT CCNB
\w By becoming a Sustaining Donor, you have the option to SCANTO

make a monthly contribution to CCNB. Consistent donations, DONATE
in any amount, help to ensure a reliable stream of support
to sustain programs such as the wrap-around services we offer
corpsmembers. As a Legacy Donor, you can include CCNB in your estate

plans, thereby providing a long-term investment in the growth of local
young people and their impact on our communities.

Donors play a pivotal role in the evolution and longevity of CCNB’s
programs. We’re so grateful to those who have already pledged their
support as well as to all our donors, partners, and supporters!
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Conservation Corps North Bay (CCNB)
is the oldest local nonprofit youth
conservation corps in the country.
Serving Marin and Sonoma Counties
since 1982, CCNB has helped
thousands of young people achieve
their goals through education and job
skills, while serving the environment
and community. Our mission is to
develop youth and conserve natural
resources for a resilient, sustainable,
and equitable community.

Follow us on your favorite social media
channels to stay up-to-date on all our
projects, corpsmember spotlights, and
program announcements!
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